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the Wayne County Historical Society, of which he was presi- 
dent. 

He believed that instruction in history should not only inform 
the intellect of the student, but that it should inspire, strengthen 
and purify his life. In his death, the historical interests of Indi- 
ana have lost one of their best counselors and guides, and the 
State of Indiana one of her noble citizens. 

Harlow Lindley. 



CHARLES B. LASSELLE. 

THE death of Judge Lasselle removes from the State one 
who has been in many respects closely connected with its 
history. His long life lacks but little of spanning the period 
during which Indiana has been a State in the Union. He has 
not only held important public positions, but has always inter- 
ested himself in the record of what others have done. His his- 
torical collection, which now passes into the possession of the 
State Library by purchase from the executors of the estate, and 
concerning which a notice appears on another page of this mag- 
azine, is one of the most valuable in the State. An article writ- 
ten by Judge Lasselle some time ago appeared in the June num- 
ber of this year. 

The following account is taken from The Daily Tribune of 
Logansport, Tuesday, September 29, and the Logansport Semi- 
Weekly Report of Wednesday, September 30: 

C. B. Lasselle, veteran attorney and probate commissioner, 
died at the St. Joseph Hospital, Sunday evening, September 27, 
where he had been confined as a patient for more than two 
years. Deceased was eighty-nine years of age, and his pro- 
tracted illness was due to old age. Mr. Lasselle left few rela- 
tives and practically no estate, although he was at one time 
wealthy. 

Charles B. Lasselle was born at Vincennes, October 12, 1819, 
and was a descendant from the old stock of French pioneers who 
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explored and settled the Wabash valley. His paternal ancestors 
emigrated from Paris, about the year 1680, and settled in Canada, 
where they remained for nearly a century. His father was born 
at Kekionga (at the present site of Ft. Wayne) in 1777 and is 
said to have been the first white child born in the State north of 
Vincennes. His mother was the daughter of Francis Bosseron, 
of Revolutionary fame, who was afterward of considerable prom- 
inence in the War of 1812. 

In 1833, Mr. Lasselle, with his parents, moved from Vincennes 
to Cass county, settling on the north side of the Wabash river, 
three miles from the city, later becoming residents of the town. 
During the spring and fall of 1833 he attended school in the old 
seminary, then the only school north of the Wabash in the State. 
In 1836 he attended Indiana University at Bloomington, and 
stayed until 1839, when he began the study of law with the late 
D. D. Pratt. In 1842 he was admitted to the bar. In 1847 he 
was elected prosecuting attorney. Closing his term three years 
later, he became editor of the Logansport Telegraph, a weekly pa- 
per. In 1862 he was elected over Mr. Pratt to the State legisla- 
ture and was re-elected at the end of his term. In 1868 he was 
elected State Senator and resigned twice, being re-elected each 
time. 

In the early eighties Mr. Lasselle was elected mayor of Lo- 
gansport. He was appointed probate commissioner of the court, 
which carried but a small salary, in order that the veteran 
lawyer might have this little income. When he became infirm 
and unable to look after the duties of his office, they were taken 
up by Judge John S. Lairy, and the salary of $400 a year ever 
since his confinement in the hospital has been drawn by Judge 
Lairy and turned over to the sisters of the hospital. 



